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Vicki “Max” Brenner was born and raised in White Bear Lake, a suburb of St. Paul, MN. She was always 
an adventurous child, a great student, and an avid reader. Her mother, Elva “Skip” Brenner recalls that 
Vicki used her allowance to pay late fees on her library books, because she simply never returned the 
books on time. She was that busy! Vicki was raised with a love of the outdoors including hiking, canoeing, 
and camping, including winter camping in the snow! A lifelong Girl Scout, ultimately becoming a Camp 
Counselor, scouting was a very rewarding and formative part of her life. She never lost her ability to tie a 
multitude of knots, the right one for every occasion.
Following graduation from high school, Vicki left White Bear Lake for University of Minnesota Duluth. In 
doing so, Vicki left family, friends, but also her given name, which became “Max”, a Girl Scout 
nickname, necessary to avoid confusion in her dorm that housed four “coeds” named “Vicki”. From UMD, 
Max received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Theater. Even in those early years, Max was a friend to all 
and with the help of social media, reconnected with many from her high school and college days.



interested in everything and always generous with her time and love. She did everything the right way at the 
right time.
Max is survived by her wife of almost 41 years, Denise Dimin, her mother Elva “Skip” Brenner and her 
brother Mike Brenner, her aunts Lois Fabian and Arlene Egerdal, a multitude of cousins, her brother-in-law 
Richard Dimin and his wife Laura, her brother-in-law Doug Dimin and companion Jan Murphy, her nephew 
Geoffrey Dimin and his wife Stephanie and their daughters, Kyla and Marlee, and her niece Chelsea Dimin 
and her husband, Tim Barker, as well as a huge community of friends, coworkers, nature lovers, family, and 
generally, those who came in contact with her over the course of her life, be it in real life or online and on 
social media!
Max’s lasting professional legacy may be her reputation for excellence in her work and craft, and her talent 
and ingenuity. Many have relayed how their careers were boosted by her unstinting mentoring and the way 
Max welcomed all to each and every show.
Please remember Max’s sense of humor, her raucous laugh, her radiant smile, and the way Max lit up a 
room with her booming voice. Max’s kindness and exuberant love of life will never be forgotten.
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